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MR. McALLISTER: This is Kevin McAllister 


from the Bureau of Administration. It's October 11th 


at 1504 hours. We're at headquarters in the 


Commissioner's conference room. I'm joined by -- 


ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER DRURY: Assistant 


Commissioner James Drury. 


MR. McALLISTER: And we're here with Chief 
Thomas McCarthy. 


Q. Chief McCarthy, we'd like to draw your 


attention to September 11, 2001, and get your 
recollections of that day. 

A. Okay. After finding out about the plane 
crash at the building, I got in touch with 


headquarters. Eddie Moriarty answered and told me to 


go to shops, get the list of the spare rigs and where 


they're located. 


Q. Chief, were you working that day or were you 
off? 

A. I was off. 

Q. So you found out about the plane crash at 
home? 

A. At home, yes. My wife had told me about it. 


She saw it on TV. 


So then I headed over to shops, got the list, 
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couldn't get through, the phone lines were down, so I 
just faxed it over and that went through. One of the 


buildings collapsed when I was at the shops. So I got 


in the car and took off. I got my fire gear, headed 


into the city, because it was on the way home going 


from the shops through Queens, got my gear and went to 


the foot of the Brooklyn Bridge. I got a ride over the 


bridge and headed to Vesey and Broadway. 


Chief Haring was just starting to set up a 
command post. He made me Battalion 99. I had one 
handie-talkie, and as guys filtered in from different 
companies, all volunteers, I had about twelve guys, 
three of them officers. So I teamed guys up with 


officers so I didn't lose them. 


As we went down Vesey Street, we came across 


ESU trucks and police vehicles that were on fire and in 


some of them, the bullets were starting to go off. We 
went over to the vehicles and took whatever tools we 
could because we had no tools. Originally our 
assignment was Al Fuentes who was trapped in his car 
and we were supposed to head to the West Side Highway 
and look for him. We took some battery powered saws, 


some flashlights, repelling ropes and any hand tools we 


could get. 
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When we got to the next corner, another ESU 


vehicle was parked there. Some gentleman was dead in 


took a mask, an ESU mask that was there. 


the street. We checked his pulse, left him there and 


QO. This was at the corner of Vesey and West now? 

A. No, not West. I'm trying to think. The next 
block down. 

QO. Church? 

A. The next block was at Church. 

QO. Were either of the towers standing at that 
point? 

A. Actually, when I was in transit, the second 


one went down. So they're both down. When I got to 


the scene, it was just a cloud of cement dust and just 


black. As you got to the scene, it was black, car 


fires, a couple of small stores had fires in the front, 


just sporadic fires around, papers floating around, 


and 


as you got to the command post and looked further down 


Broadway, it was just completely black. 


Q. Chief, what time did you get there about? 
A. I'm guessing quarter of 11:00 or so. 
Q. And the command post had been set up at that 


point at Park Row and Broadway? 


A. Yes. 
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Q. Right near St. Paul's Chapel? 


A. Right. Chief Haring was just there with I 
think Chris Wall. No, it couldn't have been Chris. It 


might have been Chris. I'm not sure. I thought I saw 


him there. They just had gotten there and they had 


nothing. They were trying to put a command post 


together. He did a great job. 


QO. What did the streets look like at that point? 
A. Paper everywhere. Probably up to your ankles 
in cement dust everywhere. Just paper floating around 


covering the street and that blackness was over there, 


cloud, just as much as you could see, everything was 


black where the World Trade Center was. 


I lost a lot of guys. Guys would stop and 


help pull load lines. They were just filling in 


wherever they could, putting out some car fires, 


working on a couple of people who were dead, trying to 
get them out. I went further down. 


QO. Are these civilians or firefighters? 


A. Civilians. All civilians. 


We got further down to the overpass that 


connects 5 and 6 World Trade to 7 World Trade. We went 


up the stairs there, across that area. I had another 


firefighter with me at that point and there was a 
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civilian up there. He gave me his name, John D'Russo 
or John Russo. He was laying face down under 6 World 
Trade. So we helped him across the I-beams. 

QO. Did you know him? 

A. No. We heard a guy calling out. I talked to 


him because we put our arms around him on either side. 


He was a big guy, so it took two of us to get him out. 


We tried to dance him across the beams and take him 


down. Some EMS personnel were coming and some other 


guys, so we left him there and went back up. 


There were thr masks there. We shut off 


the pass alarms so no one went up there to search for 


them. That area between the two buildings was just all 


glass, pieces of building, fire, and everything was 
raining down still, glass was coming down, pieces of 
fire. So we didn't go that way. 


I think at that point I went around to Church 


Street. There were no chiefs there and I just wanted 
to keep the guys away. They had tried to set up a 


stang but they had no water pressure and no reach, so I 


just kept everyone on the other side of Church Street, 


on the safe side. I sent some guys into the Millennium 


to search the hotel and some guys into Century's to 


search the store. 
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211 rig showed up. Brian Corcoran from 50 


engine, and he's real sharp. He tried to hook up to 


the standpipe system of the Millennium to get a water 


supply because we had no water supply. A rig on the 


corner was just there, was hooked up, but it had no 


water, and that started to burn. We were trying to put 
that out. 

Q. Do you know which company that rig belonged 
to? 

A. No. I didn't see a number. I just saw the 


back end of it. Then at that point we had reports of 
people on the Path train and they needed help down 
there. I had sent guys around to different rigs to 
just gather up all the tools they could so we had a 


supply right there. So I sent some guys to grab tools, 


hand tools, and head down there. I'm trying to think 


what happened at that point. 


Q. Were they able to get into the Path tunnel? 


A. The units that were down there were calling 


for help. The guys I sent, I don't know if they got 


there. I think they got there in time to help, but 


they saw they were pretty much far along with the 


rescue and they either got somebody out, I don't know 


if they were dead or alive, but I called down there and 
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they said they didn't need any more help. So I don't 


know what the outcome was. 


At that point I had everyone pretty much on 


the safe side of the buildings. Another chief cam 


So at that point I went around to the plaza area. That 


had collapsed. When I got back there, the bridge to 7 


World Trade had collapsed in front of it, that front 


area right in the plaza. So we went through 5 because 


guys were telling me they heard pass alarms in the hall 


in the plaza on the other side of 5. So I didn't think 
anyone was there, but I just wanted to make sure I got 
these guys out because guys were trying to do crazy 


stuff. 


So we went over there and you could see the 1 


World Trade facade was there and I thought that thing 


might come down, so I just said let's get out of here. 


There were no pass alarms. It was just the guys who 


wanted to do so much that a lot of it was more good 


intentions than good sense. We got those guys out of 


there. 


At one point I was working with ESU guys. We 


had four ESU guys who joined us. Before I got to 


Church Street, as we came down from the plaza, we went 


into the concourse and -- I'm sorry. After that 
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collapsed, I had ESU guys with me and probably about 


six guys. We tried to go underneath into the concourse 
level to see if we had access. You couldn't. It was 
just all concrete, slabs of concrete. And then we 


searched the Port Authority. The Port Authority police 


had a substation there. So we searched that, made sure 


all those guys were out. We went back out to the 


street and ESU guys thanked us and they were going to 


look for their guys and we were going to head around 


Liberty. 
At that point I ran into a bunch of guys who 
wanted to get back -- 
QO. Were you east of the site or west of the site 


at that time? 


A. I was right in front of 5 then. 

Q. Got it. 

A. And then a bunch of guys wanted to find the 
entrance to the plaza from that side. So I took them 
around. Bobby Higgins was there then. So we went out 
into that rubble between the two buildings and went 


around. It was pointless. There was no reason to be 
there. The floors in 5 had cracked and they were 


pitched and at that point I'm losing confidence in the 


building. So we came out. 
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I think Bobby and myself and another guy 
went -- he thought people were on the second floor, so 


we went up and searched a couple floors in 5. He was 


looking for his brother. So then I went with him. A 


couple of chiefs were already on Church Street. So I 


went with him around Liberty and that was just massive 


rubble in front of 10 and 10. So we went on the side 


street and went around to West Street. 


At that point I was exhausted. I ran intoa 


friend of mine from OEM and just sat down with him and 


tried to catch my breath. Bobby kept going. I'm 


trying to remember what happened at that point. They 
were sending some guys in. Chief Hayden was sending 
some guys in and he just told me to stay outside. 

I left then. I walked around the building to 
go back to the command post and that's when they were 


waiting for 7 World Trade to come down. I didn't know 


they were waiting at that time. I called in. They had 


three floors of fire on three separate floors, probably 


10, 11 and 15 it looked like, just burning merrily. It 
was pretty amazing, you know, it's the afternoon in 


lower Manhattan, a major high-rise is burning, and they 


said we know. I think they said they had seven to ten 


floors that were freestanding and they weren't going to 
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send anyone in. 
I went around to the command post. 


QO. So this is late afternoon at this point? 


A. Yes. It's probably around 6:00 o'clock. 


So when I get to the command post, they just 


had a flood of guys standing there. They were just 
waiting for 7 to come down. So I went over to Pace, 
got my eyes washed, and I went back, just standing 
around. 

So I didn't want to stand around. I went 
back to headquarters, walked over. I started to walk 


over the bridge and I hooked a ride on a bus and went 


back to headquarters and started helping out here with 


logistics. 
Q. When you say you went to Pace to get your 


eyes washed out, you mean Pace University? 


A. Yes. They had a triage center ther 
Q. Right. You said you made it down to West 
Street. Did you ever s the area near or around the 


World Financial Center where the FDNY command post had 


been before the collapse? 


A. No. I made it down Vesey Street to just in 


front of the overpass of 7 World Trade. People wer 


saying don't stand under there, it's going to come 
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down. And then by the time I made it back around, I 


went to the front on Church Street and came back 


around. The area we took that civilian out of had all 


collapsed. That wasn't there anymore. 


So at that point we were a little leery about 


how the bridge was tied in, so no one was really going 


onto it, and then they were also saying 7 was going to 


come down. They chased everyone off the block. 


Q. You said before, Chief, that you heard 
bullets going off. Approximately how many did you 
hear? 


A. Oh, it was like it was just constant. 


Constant. Whatever, I guess there were packages or 


something, and as they heated up, they were just pop 
pop pop pop pop pop pop. They were going off like ata 


steady rate. 


QO. And that's when you were near 5 World Trade 
Center? 
A. That was on Vesey Street west of Broadway. 


That's where ESU had parked a number of vehicles. 
Right outside the church. 

Q. And you wound up back at headquarters? 

A. Yes. I went back here just so I could do 


something. 
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Q. At some point in time were you informed that 
First Deputy Commissioner Feehan and Chief of 
Department Ganci were among the missing? 

A. I had heard that. I don't know at what point 
I heard that. But when I left Pace, I heard one radio 


transmission that said Feehan was in an ambulance, so I 


thought he was okay at that point, but they must 


have -- I don't know. I don't know how that 


transmission came over, but I heard he was in an 


ambulance, so I thought he was okay, he was in an 


ambulance, at least alive. That's probably the first I 


knew of Feehan, and I didn't really know anything about 


Ganci now that I'm thinking back on it. I probably 
wouldn't have known anything about it. I don't know if 
I heard anything. No one really knew anything. Guys 


were just wandering. 


It was terrible because guys wanted to do 


something, they didn't know what. They would just come 


up to me because they saw the white helmet and say I 


want to do this, I want to do that, you know, we'll get 
some guys, we'll do this, you know, it was sad because 


everyone knew our guys were in there. 


r 


ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER DRURY: Thanks, 


Chief. I don't have anything more. 
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MR. McALLISTER: I guess before we conclude 


the interview, if you have any other observations or if 
you recall any people you might have seen that day, 
we'd ask you if you do, and if not, we'll conclude the 
interview. 


CHIEF McCARTHY: Offhand, no. I think that's 


all that comes to mind right now. 
MR. McALLISTER: Thank you very much, Chief. 


CHIEF McCARTHY: Okay. 


MR. McALLISTER: It's Kevin McAllister here 


again. It's 15 hours 19 minutes. We're going to 


conclude the interview. Thank you. 


